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METHYL BROMIDE

*Naturally occurring molecule
*Bolls at 38.5 degrees F
=3.27 times heavier than air
*Practically insoluble

e el

=Qdorless and Colorless -

=Semi-selective In its
toxicity to soil-borne
organisms

=\\Vide-scale use In forest t
indicative of its favorable Cost:Benefit
ratio




Montreal Protocol - 1991

= isted MBr as Class 1 ozone-depleting
substance

*Gradual Phase out began in 1999

*Complete phase out Iin January 2005 under
the Clean Air Act

*MP allows the Critical Use Exemption (CUE)
process

*MP allows Quarantine Pre-Shipment (QPS)
exemption

"Emergency uses




MP & MBr SUPPLY

e Critical use exemption - CUE
e Inventory / stock piles
—(pre MBr phase out)
e Quarantine pre-shipment - QPS




Montreal Protocol & CUE

* In the CUE process, the U.S. government nominates uses for
"approval’ on behalf of U.S. interests and must defend the
nominations and effectively persuade the international committee
which make recommendations to the Parties that there is in fact a
critical need.

* The U.S. government decides what to nominate based on the review
of application materials by EPA, USDA and the State Department
determines that ""emergency conditions exist."

» Under the CUE program the applicants must demonstrate that there
are no technically and economically feasible alternatives, that
associated use and emissions from MBr are minimized, and that
there have been and will be past and future efforts to find
alternatives.
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2006 Application for Critical Use Exemption of Methyl Bromide Ad m I n I Stered by EPA

for Pre Plant Use in 2008 and beyond in the United States

Under the Clean Air Act and the international treaty o protect the
ozone layer (the Monireal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the
Ozone Layer), the production and import of methyl bromide was
phasad out in the United States on January 1, 2005, This
application seeks information to support a U.S. request to produce
and import methyl bromide for certain critical uses and
circumstances beyond this 2005 phassout date.

WHY IS THIS The information in this application will be used to review whether
INFORMATION | your use of methyl bromide is “critical” because no technically and

NEEDED? economically fzasible alternatives are available. In order to estimate
the loss as a result of not having methyl bromide available, EPA
needs to compare data (yields, cropsicrop groupings, prices,
revenues and costs) for your use of methyl hromide with uses of
alternative pest control regimens.

The information contained in this application is critical to process and assess the need
for methyl bromide. Filling out this application in its entirety will bolster the U.S.

government's ability to strengthen the nomination package for the international review
hoards.

Burden means the wotal tme, effort, or fnancial resources expended by persons to generate, maintain, retain, or
disclose or provide information toor for a gral agency. This includes the time needed to review instructions;
develop, acgure, msta’, and utize techn y and sysiems for the purposes of collecting, walidating, and werifying
nformation, processing and maintain'ng information, and disclosing and providing information: adjust the existing
ways o comply with any previously applicabies instruclions and regurements: framn personne! to be able to respond o
3 collecton of information; search data sources; complete and review the collection of information: and transmit or
othenwse disciose the imformation. Pullic reporting burden for this collection of mformation s estmated to averape
2324 hours per response and assumes a large porton of applications wil be submitted by consoria on behalf of many
ndwidual users of methy’ bromide. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a persen is not required 1o respond
i, a collection of miormation wn'ess it displays a current ORME control number

EFA Form# 7520-18a Fre-Plant
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Approved CUES

* Pre-plant Users (8)
—International Paper Nurseries
—Weyerhaeuser Nurseries
—AU Nursery Cooperative
—Michigan Nurseries
—Nursery Technology Cooperative
—17 Public State Nurseries

e Post-harvest Users (2)




U.S. CUE End-User Applications

33.8M
LBS




U.S. CUE End-User Applications

33.8M
LBS
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CUE

 Not Intended for a “permanent”
solution for continued MBr use

 No “cut-off” date for stopping CUE
applications

e CFCs still In some use 12+ years
after phase-out

 MP & CAA was intended to stop the
use of MBr




Montreal Protocol & QPS

 Article 2H of the Montreal Protocol,
paragraph 6 states that:

“ the calculated levels of consumption and
production under this Article shall not
Include the amounts used by the Party for
guarantine and pre-shipment applications”




Montreal Protocol & QPS

e 2003 EPA ruled that nurseries that ship
seedlings across state lines (inter-state)
gualify for QPS MBr

e 2004 EPA ruled that nurseries that
ship seedlings across state lines (intra-
State) qualify for QPS MBr




QPS & State Regulations

e 2004 ruling, EPA pointed out that a few states’ have
rules that allow intra-state use of QPS.

 Working with “language writers” brought new rules
to the State Plant Protection Officers of the 11
southern states.

e Collaboration with the individual state plant boards
has resulted in Mississippi and Alabama both with
Intra- and Inter-State QPS rules in place.




QPS & State Regulations

e Forest-tree nurseries in Alabama and Mississippi
can use QPS MBr and do not need to use CUE MBr.

e Continually interacting with the other SPPOs to
encourage them to propose language that would
allow QPS MBr on both Intra- & Inter-state
shipment of forest tree seedlings.

 Georgia, North & South Carolina, Arkansas,
Virginia, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, Okalahoma
In various stages of acting.
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MBr SUPPLY

e Inventory / Stock pines
— pre MBr phase out

 Quarantine pre-shipment - QPS
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There is a theory which states if ever anybody

discovers exactly what the Universe is for and

why It Is here, it will instantly disappear and be
replaced by something even more bizarre and

iInexplicable.

There Is another theory which states that this
has already happened.

Douglas Adams




